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SEA TURTLE SPECIES SHEET #1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scientific Name: Caretta caretta 
 
Head: Very large and wide head 
 
Beak: Shaped like a flat crushing plate 
 
Diet: Carnivorous; feasting mainly on hard-shelled animals such as blue crabs, 
whelks and horseshoe crabs 
 
Color: Light brown to orange 
 
Shell: Heart-shaped / shield-shaped 
 

Fig. 1 View of plastron Fig. 2 Skull and beak 

Answer: Loggerhead 
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SEA TURTLE SPECIES SHEET #2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scientific Name: Chelonia mydas 
 
Head: Small head compared to their body size 
 
Beak: Serrated edges 
 
Diet: Herbivorous; seagrasses and algae 
 
Color: Brown shell with white/brown/green skin 
 
Shell: Sunburst pattern to help them camouflage within the seagrass beds 

 
 
 
 

Fig. 1 View of plastron Fig. 2 Skull and beak 

Answer: Green Sea Turtle 
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SEA TURTLE SPECIES SHEET #3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
Scientific Name: Lepidochelys kempii 
 
Head: Head size is very proportional to body size 
 
Beak: Hooked beak 
 
Diet: Carnivorous; crabs, mollusks, squid and fish 
 
Color: Light-Dark Grey 
 
Shell: Rounded shells, roughly as long as they are wide 

 
 
 

Fig. 1 View of plastron Fig. 2 Skull and beak 

Answer: Kemp’s Ridley 
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SEA TURTLE ANATOMY 

 

Scutes: Modified scales made of keratin, covering the bone of the shell 

Carapace: The top shell 

Plastron: The bottom shell 

Terminal: End 

 

 

Sea Turtle plastron WITHOUT a 
terminal scute. 

Sea Turtle plastron with a 
terminal scute. 
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SEA TURTLE DICHOTOMOUS KEY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serrations on Beak 
No serrations on Beak 

Green Sea Turtle 
Chelonia mydas There is NOT a small 

terminal scute on the 
plastron 

There is a small 
terminal scute on 

the plastron 

Loggerhead 
Caretta caretta 

Kemps Ridley 
Lepidochelys kempii 

Sea Turtle  
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